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Zimbabwe FCV 2017/18 Crop Report
1.0 Climatic Conditions
Current weather forecasts are varied and non-conclusive however, according to the
Meteorological Services Department rainfall is expected to be normal between October
and December 2017 and above normal thereafter till March 2018 in all tobacco areas.
Normal rainfall will benefit the irrigated crop as less nutrients will be leached resulting in
greater leaf weight. Above normal rainfall will leach the dry land crop, accelerate ripening
and create curing problems resulting in reduced yields.

1.1. Rainfall
1.1.1 October – December 2017
Rainfall has been found, using long term meteorological and physical data, to be common
in three zones known as “Zimbabwe’s Homogenous Rainfall Zones”. Rainfall predictions in
the three Homogenous Zones are depicted below.

Rainfall outlook for the October to December 2017 period
Meteorological Services Department, 2017

Region I: Harare, much of Mashonaland East, Mashonaland West, Mashonaland Central,
North Eastern parts of Midlands, most of Manicaland.
Increased chance of normal to above normal
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Region II: The greater part of Matabeleland North, parts of Midlands and parts of
Mashonaland West.
Increased chance of normal to below normal
Region III: Masvingo, the bulk of Midlands, the extreme southern parts of Manicaland and
the bulk of Matabeleland South.
Increased chance of normal to below normal
1.1.2 January – March 2018

Rainfall outlook for the October to December 2017 period

Region 1: Increased chance of normal to above normal rainfall.
Region 2: Increased chance of normal to above normal rainfall.
Region 3: Increased chance of normal to above normal rainfall.

1.1.3 Annual Comparisons

All regions in 2016 received normal to above normal rainfall between October and
December, Regions 2 and 3 are expected to receive normal to below normal rainfall in
2017. In 2017 all regions with the exception of Region 3 that received normal to below
normal rainfall received normal to above normal between January and March 2017.
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Rainfall is predicted to normal to above normal for Regions 1 and 3 and normal to below
normal for Region 2 between January and March 2018.

PERIOD

REGION 1

REGION 2

REGION 3

October - December 2016
October - December 2017
January - March 2017
January - March 2018
Normal to above normal
Normal to below normal

Rainfall: 2016/ 2017 vs 2017/2018

2.0. Projected Yield
2.1. Tobacco Seed Sales
Tobacco seed sales seen by most players in the industry as a good predictor of crop size
increased by 8.4% for all suppliers.

Tobacco Seed Sales: 2016 vs 2017

Tobacco seed sales is not the sole determining factor of national crop size; although seed
sales were higher in the 2016/2017 season compared to the 2015/2016 season, the
national crop size was lower in 2016-2017 due to excessive rains that caused early
ripening and leaching of nutrients. Above normal rains could pose a threat to the 2017 –
2018 crop yields.
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Zimbabwe Tobacco Seed Sales 2015-2018
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2.2. Registered Growers
The number of registered growers increased by 19% in the 2017/ 2018 tobacco growing
season compared to the 2017/2017 season. This increase is not necessarily an indicator of
a larger national crop other factors include Tobacco Industry Marketing Board’s (TIMB)
drive to register growers for accountability purposes and grower inclusion into incentive
schemes such as the Reserve Bank of Zimbabwe (RBZ) Export Incentive Scheme.
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Registered Growers: 2016/207 vs. 2017/2018

2.3 Planted Area

Planted Area as at 19 October 2017

Mashonaland East at 5,625 hectares had the highest hectares planted as at 19 October
2017. This is due to the abundance of irrigation facilities in the area, 88% of the planted
crop in Mash East is commercial crop.
In isolated areas, small scale growers with irrigation capacity have planted their crop, the
majority of small scale growers await the onset of the rains to plant their dry land crop.
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2.4. Crop Status
2.4.1. Irrigated Crop

Planting of the 2017/ 18 season irrigated crop is complete, plants are at different stages
of the growth cycle depending on the region they are within and agronomic factors such
as fertilizer application. Early planted crops are being topped while the majority of the
crop is at the 8 to 12 leaf stage. Growing conditions have been favorable thus far, good
yields are expected “ceteris paribus”.

Irrigated commercial crop in Mash West

2.4.2. Dry Land Crop

Approximately 60% of the commercial dryland crop has been planted and is developing
well. 5% of the small-scale dryland crop has been planted and as mentioned above the
majority of the small-scale growers are awaiting the onset of the rains to plant their crops.
Most small scale dry land seedbeds are at the hardening phase.
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Small scale dry land seedbed, Mash Central

2.5. Economic Factors
Despite the adverse economic environment, Zimbabwe is the major flue-cured tobacco
producer in Africa and ranks 5th in the world after China, Brazil, India and USA.
Economic challenges such as foreign currency shortages have not spared the tobacco
sector that generates this scarce currency. Foreign currency proceeds remain limited and
controlled by the RBZ. Importing non-locally produced inputs, parts, consumables and
services remains a challenge due to foreign currency controls. The price essential inputs
continue to escalate in local currency terms due to inflationary pressures further reducing
potential yield.
Tobacco has also contributed 12% to the Gross Domestic Product in the 2016 fiscal year
and therefore remains an important component of the economy.

3.0. Summary
Normal to above normal rainfall expected in most growing areas.
The 2017/2018 growing season has seen 8.40% increase in seed sales compared to the
previous season.
Zimbabwe could potentially produce a bumber crop of approximelly 220 million kgs in the
2017/2018 season.
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DISCLAIMER: The information provided in this document is merely intended for the use as an indicative
opinion on the growing conditions of the 2017 / 18 tobacco growing season and statistics relating to the
2017 / 18 Zimbabwean tobacco growing season. All descriptions and advice relating to the growing season
are subjective and should not be used other than for an insight from a CTP perspective. CTP and its
employees accept no legal liability relating to the opinions and representations expressed in this document.
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